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The np-Process in Supernovae

Shinya WANAJO

Institute for the Physics and Mathematics of the

Universe, University of Tokyo, Kashiwa, Chiba

277�8568, Japan

Abstract : Recent studies have revealed that the

newly identified nucleosynthesis process, “np-

process,” operates in supernova explosions. The

np-process is expected to synthesize the

proton-rich isotopes of heavy nuclei whose

astrophysical origin remains a long-standing

mystery, as well as to provide hints for the yet

unknown mechanism that causes the supernova

explosion.
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