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Type II Cepheid�A Newly Established

Distance Indicator

Noriyuki MATSUNAGA

Institute of Astronomy, University of Tokyo, 2�21�
1 Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo 181�0015, Japan

Abstract : After 100 years since Miss Leavitt
found the period-luminosity relation of Cepheids
in the Small Magellanic Cloud, the period-
luminosity relation of type II Cepheids has been
established accurately. The author first reviews
the history of the related investigations: the dis-
covery of Leavitt’s law, Hubble’s famous find-
ings, Baade’s disentanglement of two types of
Cepheids. Then described are recent two works,
where the author and collaborators have
confirmed and calibrated the period-luminosity
relation of type II Cepheids. A prospect of their
application as distance indicators is also
mentioned.
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