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Virtual Visit of Historical Observatories
7. Kodaikanal
Madras Observatory

Tomokazu KOGURE

1-10 Toganoo, Hashimoto, Yawata, Kyoto 614—
8322, Japan

Solar Observatory and

Abstract: Kodaikanal Solar Observatory is located
in the Palani mountains, South India. Its origin is
traced back to the Madras Observatory in Chennai
established in late 18th century. In Madras
Observatory Solar observations were initiated by
N. R. Pogson in the occasion of the Solar eclipse
observed in India in 1868. Madras Observatory was
removed to the present site in 1899 and called
Kodaikanal Solar Observatory. In early 20th
century John Evershed discovered the so-called
Evershed effect in the sunspots, which was a mile
stone in the observations of solar active regions.
Our virtual tour starts from Madurai City around
500 km south of Chennai. After a brief stop at the
Meenakshi Temple, we climb a mountain road to
Kodaikanal, and visit the Observatory to see the
past and present activities. Here we can see several
historical telescopes replaced from Madras
Observatory. The Astronomical Museum exhibits
many materials showing real activities of the Sun.
Kodaikanal is a resort area, and there are many
sight-seeing spots such as rocky cliffs, lakes and
forests around the City. We can enjoy both of
astronomy and scenic nature.
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