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Starting of the ALMA Early Science
Operation

Masao SAITO, Sachiko OKUMURA,

and Masaaki HIRAMATSU

ALMA Project, National Astronomical Observatory
of Japan

Abstract: The Joint ALMA Observatory invites
proposals for ALMA Early Science observations
(Cycle 0). The purpose of Early Science is to
deliver scientifically useful results to the astro-
nomy community and to facilitate the ongoing
characterization of ALMA systems and instru-
mentation as the capability of the array continues
to grow. Early Science will be conducted on a
best-effort basis, so as to not unduly delay the
construction of the full 66-antenna array, but
nonetheless provides an important opportunity
for first science from this cutting edge facility.
Early Science will continue through Cycle 1 and
until construction of ALMA is complete.

KXH# 2011 %8 H



