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A Long Interview with Prof. Norio Kaifu
(2]

Keitaro TAKAHASHI
Faculty of Advanced Science and Technology,
Kumamoto University, 2-39-1 Kurokami, Kuma-
moto 860-8555, Japan

Abstract: This is the second article of the series of a
long interview with Prof. Norio Kaifu. Prof. Kaifu de-
cided to major in radio astronomy, which was in its
early days. However, the radio astronomy group of To-
kyo Astronomical Observatory did not have their own
telescope, and they were conducting research by “bor-
rowing observations” using antennas for tele-commu-
nication. The turning point was the discovery of inter-
stellar molecules by the American group in 1968.
Inspired by this, Prof. Kaifu and the group of Tokyo
Astronomical Observatory decided to perform inter-
stellar molecular observation with the millime-
ter-wave 6 m radio telescope that was being construct-
ed at the time. The experience, human resources, and
personal connections cultivated in the development
and observation of this 6 m telescope are to be the
driving force for the construction of the Nobeyama
45 m radio telescope.
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